[image: image1.jpg]L

1I.

Chapter 6 Ancient China
Section 1 — Geography and Early China
China’s Physical Geography
A. A Vast and Varied Land
) China covers an area of almost square miles (about the

same size as the United States).

2. To the north of China lies a harsh desert called the desert.

3. A plain region covers most of eastern China. This area is known as one of the
world’s largest regions.

4. The Ocean borders the country to the east.

5. The west of China is made up of rugged mountains. In the southwest, the

has some peaks that reach more than
feet.
6. is the most important mountain range because it

separates northern China from southern China.
7 The weather and temperature in China varies greatly from region to region.
B. The Rivers of China- two great rivers flow from west to east in China. These two rivers

helped to link the people of eastern China to those people in the west.
1. Huang He (Yellow River) stretches from 3,000 miles across northern China.
a.) Floods often and leaves behind.
b.) Huang He River is sometimes called
because the floods can be very destructive.
2. Chang Jiang (Yangzi River) cuts through central China.
a.) Flows from the mountains of to the
Ocean.

b.)  The longest river in Asia.
Civilization Begins- people in China first settled along rivers.

A. The Development of Farming
1. The and rivers’ floods deposited

fertile silt that made the land ideal for growing crops.
2: In the Chang Jiang Valley, in mid China, farmers grew
3: In the North, along the Huang He, farmers grew cereals such as and

4. Early Chinese people fished and hunted with bows and arrows.
They also domesticated animals such as and
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B. Early Settlements- with more sources of food, the population grew.

1.

Some villages along the Huang He grew into large towns. Walls surrounded these

towns to defend them against and . neighbors.

Some Chinese artifacts found in towns like these are: arrowheads, fishhooks, tools,
pottery and cloth.

Over time, Chinese culture became more advanced.

a) After 3000 BC, people began to make pottery using the

b.) These people also learned to dig water

As populations grew, villages spread out over larger areas in both northern and
southeastern China.

Similarities to Egyptians

a) Chinese filled their tombs with objects, suggesting a belief in the

b.) Some graves contained more items than others which suggests that a
had developed. Some graves belonging to rich
people held jewelry made from jade, a hard gemstone.

III.  China’s First Dynasties
A. The Xia Dynasty- around 2200 BC a Chinese king, Yu the Great, is said to have founded

the Xia dynasty.

L

The tales say that because of the terrible floods during Yu’s lifetime, he dug
channels to drain the water to the ocean. This took him more than 10 years to create
the major waterways of north China.

There is no evidence that the tales about the Xia dynasty are true. But, these stories
are important to the ancient Chinese because they told of kings who solved
problems by working together, and they showed that geography had an impact

on people’s lives.

B. The Shang Dynasty- established by the 1500s BC.

1.
2%

The Shang dynasty ruled in northern China.
The king was at the center of Shang and
life. Nobles worked underneath the king and helped him rule by performing
specific governmental and religious duties.
Social order became more organized under the Shang. . -
a) Royal family and Nobles — highest level.
b.) leaders — also had high rank.





[image: image3.jpg]Chapter 6 Ancient China

) Artisans — settled outside city walls. Lived in based on what
they made for a living (ex: weapons, pottery, tools, clothing). Artisans were

class.

d) mi worked long hours but had little money. Lower-
middle class.

e) Slaves — lowest rank.

Shang dynasty advances:

a) China’s first writing system. This system used more than
symbols to express words or ideas. Chinese symbols used today are based
on those from the Shang period.

b.) bones are bones or shells in which priests would carve
questions about the future on. The bones were heated, causing them to
crack. Priests believed they could read these to predict the
future. An oracle is a prediction.

c.) Shang people made bronze containers for cooking and religious ceremonies.

d) They also made axes, knives, and ornaments from jade.

e) Military developed war , powerful , and bronze
body armor.

f) Shang astrologers developed a based on the cycles of the

moon.
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DIRECTIONS Read each sentence and fill in the blank with the word in
the word pair that best completes the sentence.

1. One of the physical barriers that separates China from its neighbors is a harsh

desert called the (Gobi/Huang-He)

2The  or Yellow River, stretches for nearly 3,000 miles
across northern China. (Gobi/Huang-He)

3. Early Chinese filled tombs with food and other items, and the graves of many rich
people contained beautiful objects made of

(oracle/jade)

4. According to ancient storiesthe ______ dynasty was founded
by Yu the Great, but archaeologists have not yet found evidence that these stories
are true. (Xia/Shang)

5. The dynasty made many advances, including China’s
first writing system. (Xia/Shang)

6. bones was the name give to the cattle bones that

Chinese priests believed they could “read” and predict the future. (oracle/jade)

7. The River cuts through central China and flows from
the mountains of Tibet to the Pacific Ocean. (Yangtze/Gobi)

8. The River is sometimes called “China’s Sorrow”
because it often floods, which has resulted in the deaths of millions of people over
the years. (Yangtze/Huang-He)

9. China’s first writing systemused ___ symbols that express
words or ideas. (pictographs/jade)

DIRECTIONS Look at each set of three vocabulary terms following each
number. On the line provided, write the letter of the term that does not
relate to the others.

10. a. Yangtze b. jade c. Huang-He
11. a. Gobi b. Sh;mg ¢ Xia
12. a. oracle b. pictograph . Xia
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Section 2~ The Zhou Dynasty and New Ideas

The Zhou (JOH) Dynasty — [n the 1100s BC. the Zhou leaders attacked and overthrew the

dynasty.
A. The Zhou Political System
1. In the Zhou dynasty, heaven gave power to the king, and no one ruled without

heaven’s permission.

2. The Zhou came from the of the Shang kingdom, but later

expanded their territory to the northwest and the o eventually
expanding their rule to the Chang Jiang river.

3. The Zhou established a new - =

a.) Land was granted to people in return for loyalty, military support, and other
services.

b.) TOP - Kings. Kings led the government and gave land to the

¢.) MIDDLE - Lords (people of high rank) and warriors. The Lords paid taxes
to the king and provided warriors to protect his lands.

d.) BOTTOM - Peasants (farmers with small farms). Each peasant family
received a small plot of land and had to farm additional land for the noble.

4. The Zhou system brought 1o China.

5. Over time, the political order broke down because the Lords passed on power to
their , who were less loyal tothe . The sons of
the Lords began to reject authority.

B. The Decline of Zhou Power: as the loyalty (o the kings lessened, many refused to fight
against invasions.

1. According to legend, around 771 BC the king had been lighting warning

to entertain a friend. Each time the fires were lit, the king’s
came to the capital to protect him. When the real attack on the
capital came, the men thought the fires were a joke and no one went to save the
king. The Zhou lost the battle, but the dynasty still survived.
2. The Lords began to fight each other which began the ~States

period filled with many civil wars.

_and cruel because soldiers were fighting for

3. Fighting became

territory, not

& Internal Problems

1. Along with the decline of the Zhou came changes in family - E

O
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During the late Zhou pertod, thinkers ltke Confuctous came up with

1. Confucius and Society:
ideas about how to restore order to China
A. I was upset by the disorder in the country and wanted China to

return o tdeas and practices from a time when people knew their proper roles in

society.
1. Ethics — moral valuies
2. Confucianism — the ideas of Confucius
B. Confucius became the most influential ___in Chinese history.

1. His ideas were passed down through his students and werc compiled into a book

called the

2. His teachings are both _ e_and

3. Confucius believed that when people behaved well and acted morally, they were
simply carrying out what heaven expected of them.

4. Over the centuries, Confucius’s ideas about |

I .and . became the dominant belicts in
China.
1. Daoism and Legalism
A Daoism: stressed living in harmony with the Dao, the guiding force of all reality

1. In Daoist teachings, the Dao gave birth to the ___ and all things in it.

2. Daoists wanted the ___tostay out of people’s lives.

3. Daoists believed that they should be like water in nature and let things flow the
natural way.

4. They believed that the universe was made up of ;__'_N _and that all
opposing forces should be in

5. _________was the most famous Daoist teacher.

a.) He taught that people should not try to gain ___ or
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Legalis: the belief that people were bad by nature and necded to be controlled.

I. lisne was a contrast to both and
2. Legatism was o _ phtlosophy without .
concerns. [t dealt only with government and soctal control
3. legalists believed that society needed strict (o keep peoplc in line and

that punishments should (it crimes.
a) Citizens should be held responsible for cach other’s conduct/behavior.
b.) By holding people responsible, everyone would obey the laws.

4. N and 5 __were also important to Legalists.
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Answer the following questions:
1. What did pricsts use to predict the future”

2. What caused China’s land to be suitable (good) for farming?

3. What were the hard gemstones from which objects that were putin rich people’s graves
made from?

4. What two rivers did civilization in China being along?

5. What is the name of the harsh desert that separates China from it’s neighbors to the
north?

6. lords:

7. Confucious:

8. Zhou Dynasty:

9. ethics:

10. peasants:

11. Legalism:

12. The Analects:

13. Laozi:

14. Daoism:

15. Be familiar with the main ideas/beliefs behind the ancient Chinese philosophies of
Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism. -
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L The Qin Emperor’s Strong Government — the Qin Dynasty united the country under one
government during the period.
A. Shi Huangdi Takes the Throne
1. Shi Huangdi was responsible for unifying China.
2. Shi Huangdi means “ ?
3. Because he followed Legalist political beliefs, Shi Huangdi created a strong
government with laws and punishments.
a. He ordered all books to be burned that did not agree with Legalist
VIEWS.
b. The emperor buried 460 scholars alive who did not agree with the book
burnings.
4. Shi Huangdi had powerful that he used to expand the empire. His
armies tore down walls and took all weapons from cities that they conquered.
B. China under the Qin
1. Shi Huangdi claimed all power and did not share it with the
lords.

a. He took away from them and forced them to move

with their families so he could watch them.

b. He forced thousands of commoners to work on government building

projects.
2. Shi Huangdi divided China into districts, each with it’s own

a. Districts were subdivided into that were

governed by appointed officials.

b. By organizing China, the emperor could enforce his tax system.

~ 1I. A Unified China
() A. Qin Policies — Shi Huangdi wanted all Chinese people to do things the same way.

1. Uniform system of - Rules and punishments were to be the same.

2. Standardized written language.
a. All Chinese people were required to write using the same symbols.
b. By doing this, people from different areas of the empire could now

communicate with each other in writing.
3. New money system. Standard money were and coins.
4. With all of these changes, between regions became much easier.
B. Qin Achievements

1. Building projects also unified China.

a. Chinese built a network of that connected the capital to

every part of the empire.

b. The roads also made easier.

2. The system was also improved.

a. Workers built to connect the rivers and improve
transportation. Using canals and roads made it easier and faster to
ship goods.

b. The Qin built an system to make more land good
for :

3. Hoping to stop nomads from invading, the emperor built the wiluneiall of
, a barrier that linked earlier walls across China’s northern
- frontier. -
() C. The Fall of the Qin
1. Many peasants, scholars, and nobles hated Shi Huangdi’s harsh policies.
2. When Shi Huangdi died in 210 BC, the government began to fall apart and the
country fell into civil war.
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1. What time period in China’s history did the start of the Qin dynasty put an end to?

2. What title did King Ying Zheng give himself that meant “first emperor™?

3. Shi Hua\ngdi was a follower of which belief system?

4. Shi Huangdi standardized many things in China. People could more easily
communicate with each other after her standardized which system?

S. Shi Huangdi linked earlier barricades across northern China to protect from
invasions by the nomads. What is this man-made barrier called?

6. During the Chinese dynasty the Qin created a network of which
linked the capital city to every part of the empire.

7. After Shi Huangdi’s death what happened to the country?

8. Do you think Shi Huangdi was a good ruler? Why or why not?
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|8 Han Dynasty Government - Liu Bang (lee-00 bang), the first emperor of the Han dynasty,
took control after the Qin dynasty collapsed in 207 BC.
Al The Rise of a New Dynasty
1. Liu Bang, a peasant, was able 1o become emperor because of the Chinese belief

in the of heaven. Because of his humbie upbringing,
Liu Bang was well liked by both soldiers and peasants.

2. The Han Dynasty no longer followed strict tike the Qin
Dynasty.

3. Instead, Liu Bang wanted to make things fair for the Chinese people.

B. Wudi Creates a New Government

1. In 140 BC, Emperor Wudi (woo-dee) took the throne. He wanted to create a
stronger central .

2. became China’s official government
philosophy.

3. If a person passed an exam on teachings, he could get

a good government position.

IL Family Life
A. Social Classes - people were divided into four classes.
1. Upper Class - emperor, emperor’s court, scholars who held government
positions
Second Class (largest) — peasants
Middle Class - artisans
Lower Class - merchants
ives of Rich and Poor
The four classes only divided social rank; they did not indicate wealth or power.
People’s lifestyles varied according to their
Nearly 60 million people lived in China during the Han dynasty, and about
percent of them were peasants who lived poorly in the countryside.
4. Heavy taxes and bad weather forced many farmers to sell their land and work
for rich landowners.
C. The Revival of the Family - Confucian teachings about the family were honored during
the Han dynasty.

w
e

1. Children were taught to respect their . Disobeying one’s
parents was considered a crime.

2. The had absolute power within the family.

3. Han officials believed that if people obeyed the father, then they would also
obey the

4. Boys were valued more highly tha.n girls. This is because sons carried on the

family line and took care of their parents when they become old.

III.  Han Achievements
A, Art and Literature
1. Figure painting ~ a style of painting that includes portraits of people.
2. Han China is known for its poetry.
a. Fu poetry combined and to
create long works of literature.
b. Shi poetry featured short lines of verse that could be sung.
B. Inventions and Advances
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2 Sundial — uses the position of shadows cust by the sun to tell the time ofday. An
early type of .
| 3. Seismograph - is a device that measures the strength of an earthquake. Han
“ emperors believed that earthquakes were signs of future
i events.
4. Acupuncture — the practice of inserting fine needles through the skin at specific
points to cure disease or relieve pain.
Section 5: Han Contacts with Other Cultures
I Farming and Manufacturing
A. Chinese became master , making iron swords and armor that
made the army powerful. The iron plow and the wheelbarrow made farming easier as
well.
B. Silk ~ a soft, light, highly valued fubric, also increased in production during the Han
dynasty.
1. Chinese women knew the methods for making silk from the cocoons of
sitkworms for centuries.
2. The Chinese were determined to keep their for making silk a

secret. Telling the secret could be punishable by death.
L. Trade Routes

A.  Expansion of Trade
1. Trade increased because Han armies conquered lands deep in Central
2. People there wanted silk, so the Chinese traded silk for .
O B. The Silk Road - a 4, 000-mile-long network of routes the stretched westward ' from China
across Asia’s deserts and mountain ranges, through the Middle East, until it reached

the Mediterranean Sea.
1. Chinese traders did not travel the whole . They
sold their goods in Central Asia to local traders, and they took the goods the rest
‘ of the way.

: 2. Traveling the Silk Road was very .
3. Armed guards were hired to protect traders from bandits who stole cargo and
» a precious necessity.
4. Chinese people exchanged ideas along with goods when they came in contact
with other civilizations along the Silk Road.

HI.  Buddhism Comes to China
] A. Amival of a New Religion
: 1. Over time, the Han government became less .
2. Chinese looked to or to find
out why they had to suffer so much, but they didn’t find any answers.
3. Buddhism provided hope to the Chinese people. It offered rebirth and relief
from suffering.
; B.  Impact on China
] 1. Because Indian Buddhists had trouble explaining their religion to the Chinese,
1 U they used ideas found in to help describe Buddhist beliefs.
|

2. Buddhism’s introduction to is an example of diffusion, the
spread of ideas from one culture to another.
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Section 4
1. The Han dynasty governmeat was based on what ideas?
2. Who was the first emperor of the Han dynasty?
3. Who was the head of the family in the Han dynasty?

4. What is a seismograph?

5. Emperors believed that earthquakes were the signs of

6. What is a sundial?
7. What is acupuncture?

Section 5

1. What linked China with the Middle East and Rome?
2. What religion came to China from India and gained many followers?
3. What is the Sitk Road?

4. What is Diffusion?




