




After 45 spectacular minutes and 6,387 feet, 
you�ll reach the summit and be rewarded with 
a splendid panorama of Lucerne, its lake and 
the glorious snow-capped Alps. (Summer sea-
son: June 2�September 30. Winter season: 
October 1�June 1.)
Free time in the Lucerne region � Alter-
natively, enjoy free time to stroll along the 
shores of Lake Lucerne, view the fairy-tale ex-
teriors of local homes, or sample Switzerland�s 
unsurpassable chocolate!
Optional Swiss Folklore Event (seasonal) � 
Opt to join us for a special Swiss Folklore Eve-
ning. Enjoy a delicious fondue dinner, keeping 
in mind that Swiss culinary traditions draw 
upon those of Germany, France and Italy. 
Afterwards, watch a cultural show, complete 
with yodeling and dancing. You�re guaranteed 
an evening of fun and laughs. (Please note 
that this optional is only available from March 
through September.) 

Day 8 Lucerne Region � Heidelberg
Transfer via the Rhine Falls and Black Forest 
� See what Goethe referred to as �the source 
of the ocean� as you witness the rush of the 
thundering Rhine Falls. Then travel by way 
of the legendary Black Forest (Schwarzwald), 
once the province of wolves, hermits and mad 
monks. It was in these dark woods that the 
Brothers Grimm set some of their most classic 
tales, including Hansel and Gretel.
Transfer to Heidelberg � Arrive in Heidel-
berg, one of the most lovely and beloved towns 
in Germany.

steps were originally built so that a noble could 
ascend on horseback. Look for the clock where 
two bronze figures have been striking the hour 
for more than 500 years. Venice is also fa-
mous for its glassware�you�ll see why during 
a glass-blowing demonstration.
Visit to Doges� Palace � Visit the grand 
Doges� Palace, from which mighty Venetian 
dukes once ruled. Here, you�ll stroll over the 
Bridge of Sighs, connecting the palace and its 
prison. As they crossed the bridge, prisoners 
supposedly sighed with perfect sadness as they 
regarded their beautiful city for the last time. 
Casanova made a daring escape from this pris-
on in 1756. 

Day 6 Venice � Lucerne Region
Transfer via Verona � Transfer by way of 
Romeo and Juliet�s Verona, known for its 
couplets and Capulets. Here you can see the 
town�s Roman Arena, which dates back to the 
1st century. You�ll also see a bronze statue of 
Juliet, standing below the balcony said to be 
the one where Juliet called to her Romeo.
Overnight in the Lucerne region � Visit the 
land of legendary folk hero William Tell as 
you spend the night in the Vierwaldstättersee 
(Lake Lucerne) region.

Day 7 Lucerne Region
Tour director-led sightseeing of Lucerne 
� The majestic Alps provide a stunning back-
drop to your tour of Lucerne, where composer 
Richard Wagner wrote several of his major 
works. You�ll view the captivating Löwen -
denkmal (Lion Monument), a sandstone statue 
commemorating the Swiss Guards slain in the 
1792 Paris storming of the Tuileries. Accord-
ing to Mark Twain, it is �the saddest and most 
compassionate piece of rock on earth.� Stroll 
down narrow, winding streets and across the 
Kapellbrücke, a covered bridge whose history 
dates back to medieval days. The murals lining 
its walls are nearly identical to those painted 
in the 14th century. Be on the lookout for 
the colorful, hand-painted façades along the 
cobbled streets of the Old Town.
Optional excursion to Mount Pilatus � 
This exciting half-day adventure takes you to 
the top of Mount Pilatus, the majestic moun-
tain dominating the Lucerne skyline. In 
the summer months, travel to the foot of 
the mountain by boat across the Vierwald-
stättersee (Lake Lucerne); then ride the 
famous Pilatus cog railway�the steepest 
in the world�to the top. During the other 
seasons, journey to the mountain base by 
motorcoach before ascending by cable car. 

Tour director-led sightseeing of Heidel-
berg � Become acquainted with Germany�s 
oldest university city�the university dates 
back to 1386. See Heidelberg�s 700-year-old 
Schloss (palace) and its famous Fass (wine bar-
rel), the world�s largest. From the castle�s his-
toric battlements, you�ll enjoy a stunning view 
of the Neckar Valley, where Homo heidelber-
gensis roamed 500,000 years ago. You�ll also 
see the town�s medieval streets and Markt-
platz, where witches were once burned at the 
stake. Writers as diverse as Mark Twain (who 
once floated down the Neckar on a raft) and 
Goethe (who was inspired by the view from 
the Schloss) have long praised Heidelberg�s 
enduring beauty.

Day 9 Home
Return home � Your tour director assists with 
the transfer to Frankfurt. Here you�ll check in 
for your return flight home.

EXTENSION
Day 9 Strasbourg � Paris
Guided sightseeing of Strasbourg � Close 
neighbor to Germany, cosmopolitan Strasbourg 
greets you with willkommen and bienvenue, 
breweries and vineyards, half-timbered houses 
and wide, elegant boulevards. It�s France and 
Germany all rolled into one fascinating city. 
On your guided tour, see the famed Gothic 
cathedral, whose spire stands as a proud sym-
bol of the independence of the Alsace region. 
Victor Hugo noted of the cathedral�s belfry, �I 
would go from one turret to another, admiring 
one by one, the view of France, Switzerland 

Pass idyllic scenes like this one on your journey down the Romantische Strasse.



Guided visit to Versailles � Visit Versailles, 
the elaborate palace of Louis XIV. Here the 
Sun King held court in the most lavish style 
imaginable. At one point, 1,000 nobles were 
attended by 4,000 servants inside the palace, 
while 15,000 soldiers and servants inhabited 
the annexes. Stroll through the elegantly land-
scaped gardens designed by AndrØ Le Nôtre, 
tour the State Apartments of the King himself, 
walk through the historic Hall of Mirrors and 
admire the ornate decor of the State Apart-
ments of the Queen. (Please note: Because of 
the extreme popularity of Versailles, guided 
visits of the interior cannot be guaranteed dur-
ing peak seasons. In this case, your group will 
hear a presentation from your guide before 
entering the palace. Please also note that Ver-
sailles is closed on Mondays.)

Day 11 Paris
Walking tour of Paris � Your walking tour 
of Paris centers around the ˛le de la CitØ, 
considered the birthplace of Paris. This island, 
surrounded entirely by the Seine, has been 
inhabited since the 3rd century B.C. and was 
the political and religious center of France for 
centuries. ˛le de la CitØ houses three of 
Paris� most important buildings: Notre Dame 
Cathedral; the Conciergerie, Paris� first prison; 
and St. Chapelle, the Gothic Catholic church.
Visit to Notre Dame Cathedral � Built 
between 1163 and 1361 over the remains of 
an ancient Roman temple, it was here that 
Napoleon crowned himself emperor in 1804. 
Victor Hugo once described the sculptured 
façade of Notre Dame as �a vast symphony in 
stone.� However, had it not been for the cre-
ation of his famous hunchback, Quasimodo, 
the cathedral might never have returned to its 
former glory. Hugo�s novel The Hunchback of 

and Germany via one ray of sunshine.� You�ll 
also learn about Strasbourg�s role as the admin-
istrative center of the European Union. The 
city is host to the European Parliament, the 
Council of Europe, and the European Com-
mission for the Rights of Man.
Day train from Strasbourg to Paris � Enjoy 
the scenery as you journey from Strasbourg to 
the French capital by train, arriving in Paris by 
late afternoon or early evening.

Day 10 Paris
Guided sightseeing of Paris � Discover the 
city on the Seine, beginning with the imposing 
Arc de Triomphe, commemorating Napoleon�s 
Grande ArmØe. Take a drive down the elegant 
Champs-ÉlysØes to the Place de la Concorde. 
Pass the Conciergerie, where prisoners of the 
Revolution spent their final days, and see Les 
Invalides, Louis XIV�s grand retirement home 
for wounded soldiers. You�ll also see the École 
Militaire, where Napoleon graduated to lieu-
tenant and was told he�d go far if circum-
stances allowed. Next, make a photo stop at 
the Eiffel Tower to marvel at the 6,000-ton 
centerpiece for the 1889 World�s Fair. You�ll 
hear the story of how this impressive�but 
once highly controversial�symbol of Paris 
was spared the wrecking ball in 1909. Pass the 
OpØra Garnier, where the famous Phantom 
of the Opera haunted his dear Christine, and 
marvel at Église de la Madeleine, designed as a 
temple of glory for Napoleon�s army. Contin-
ue past the geometric gardens of the Tuileries 
as you make your way to the Place Vendôme, 
a vast square surrounded by elegant 17th-
   century façades.

Notre Dame helped inspire a 23-year restora-
tion of the cathedral that began in 1841. Step 
inside to admire the stained-glass rose windows 
and seemingly weightless vaulted ceilings. 
Free time in Paris � This afternoon, en-
joy free time for your own explora-
tions of Paris. You might wish to visit the 
Picasso Museum or the futuristic ex-
hibits of the Pompidou Centre. Other 
possibilities are a visit to the SacrØ-C�ur, 
where you can watch artists at work in the 
streets of Montmartre below, or a stroll 
through the Latin Quarter. Or take part in the 
timeless Parisian tradition of people-watching 
over a cup of cafØ au lait at a sidewalk cafØ.

Day 12 Home
Return home � Your tour director assists with 
the transfer to the airport, where you�ll check 
in for your return flight home.

For complete financial and registration details,
please refer to the Booking Conditions.
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