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Number the Stars

By Lois Lowry

Chapter 1 
Why are you running?
1.  Why do you think the German soldiers stopped the girls from running?

2.  Why was one of the soldiers called “the giraffe?”

3.  How long had the Germans been in control of Denmark?

4.  Why was there no butter, sugar, or coffee?

5.  Why did mother make the girls promise to take another route to school?

Chapter 2 
Who is the Man Who Rides Past?
1.  Who was Denmark’s famous writer of fairy tales?
2.  What did King Christian usually do each morning?

3.  According to the teenaged boy, who was the king’s bodyguard?

4.  Why didn’t the Danes battle harder against the Germans?

5.  What happened to Lise?

Chapter 3 
Where is Mrs. Hirsch?
1.  Why were the Danish people so very cold in the winter?

2.  Why do you think there would be rationing of coal and electricity?

3.  Where was Annemarie supposed to go after school with Kirsti?

4.  Why had the Hirsch’s button shop been closed?

5.  Who did Peter say would be bodyguards for Denmark’s Jews?

Chapter 4 
It will be a Long Night
1.  What did the Danes make shoes from now that they could not get leather?
2.  Why had the people of Copenhagen loved to go to Tivoli?
3.  Why had the Germans burned part of Tivoli?
4.  What were the Germans planning to do with the Danish Jews?
5.  Why do you think the Danes destroyed their own Navy?
Chapter 5
Who is the Dark Haired One?
1.  Who was Ellen going to pretend to be?

2.   What did Ellen wear on a chain around her neck?

3.  What awakened Annemarie in the middle of the night?

4.  Why did Annemarie tear the necklace from Ellen’s neck?

5.  Why did Papa tear the pictures out of the photo album?

Chapter 6 
Is the Weather Good for Fishing?
1.  Where did Mama and Papa decide to take Ellen?

2.  What did Uncle Henrik do for a living?

3.  What did Papa mean by “ a carton of cigarettes?”

4.  Why did Papa stay behind in Copenhagen?

5.  Why was Ellen so excited about the train trip?

Chapter 7
The House by the Sea
1.  Why is Ellen’s mother afraid of the ocean?

2.  What did the girls see far across the water?

3.  Why did Henrik name his boat “Ingeborg?”

4.  What was mother planning on making for supper?

5.  Where had Annemarie put Ellen’s necklace?

Chapter 8
There has been a Death
1.  Where was Henrik planning to go at daybreak?

2.  What did Henrik have to eat that the girls have not seen in a while?

3.  Where did butter usually end up?

4.  Why did Annemarie believe that Aunt Birte did not exist?

5.  What do you think might have been in the casket?

Chapter 9
Why Are You Lying?
1.  Why had Annemarie gone to the barn after dinner?

2.  Of what did Annemarie accuse Henrik and her mother?

3.  Why is it much easier to brave if you do not know everything?

4.  Why did Annemarie not tell Ellen that there was no Aunt Birte?

5.  Who do you think all of the strangers in the house were?

Chapter 10
Let us open the Casket 
1.  Who had come to the house unexpectedly?
2.  What emotions do you think the people in the house felt when the soldiers arrived?
3.  What did Mama tell the officer that stops him from opening the casket?
4.  Why would the officer want them to make sure that the room was kept dark?
5.  What did Peter mean when he said, “Now, it is time.”?
Chapter 11 
Will we see you again soon, Peter?
1.  What was really in the casket?

2.  What did Mama give the baby to keep her warm?

3.  Why did Peter insist on giving the baby medicine?

4.  What did Peter give to Mr. Rosen to deliver to Henrik?

5.  Why would they have to go to the boat only a few at a time?

Chapter 12  
Where was Mama?
1.  Why had the Danes picked a moonless night to get their friends across the sea?

2.  How long would it take to walk to the boat?

3.  Why hadn’t Papa joined them at the farmhouse?

4.  What worried Annemarie when she awoke at 4:00 A.M.?

5.  Where did Annemarie find Mama?

Chapter 13
Run! As fast as you can!
1.  What was the nature of Mama’s injury?

2.  What had caused Mama’s injury?

3.  What did Annemarie find in the grass by the steps?

4.  Where was the packet supposed to be?

5.  How was Annemarie supposed to behave if she were stopped by soldiers?

Chapter 14
On the Dark Path
1.  What fairy tale character did Annemarie feel she was like?

2.  Why did Annemarie choose to not take the path to the road?

3.  What time of day was it when Annemarie was on the path to the boat?

4.  Why was it difficult for Annemarie to run quickly?

5.  At the end of the chapter, who and what does Annemarie encounter?

Chapter 15
The Dogs Smell Meat
1.  How did Annemarie decide to behave with the soldiers?

2.  What excuse did Annemarie give the soldiers for being out so early in the morning?

3.  What did the soldiers do with the bread?

4.  What was inside the hidden packet?

5.  What seemed odd about a special package of handkerchiefs?

Chapter 16
I will tell you just a little
1.  Why did Annemarie have to milk the cow?

2.  What did Uncle Henrik say that being brave was all about?

3.  Where had Uncle Henrik hidden the Rosen family?

4.  What did Annemarie finally find out about Peter?

5.  What was special about the handkerchiefs?

Chapter 17
All this Long Time
1.  How old was Annemarie when the war ended?

2.  What happened to Peter before the war ended?
3.  What had really happened to Lise?  
4.  How do you think the people of Denmark felt at the end of the war?
5.  What item belonging to Ellen had Annemarie kept safe?
In a well written paragraph, please explain your reaction to the events in the book.  Did you enjoy the book?  Why or Why not?  

Answer in complete sentences
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