Chapter 3 Section 1 (pages 54 – 57)
GEOGRAPHY OF THE FERTILE CRESCENT

Definitions:

Fertile Crescent: ___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Silt: _____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Irrigation: ________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Canals: __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Surplus: __________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Division of labor: __________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Notes:

Rivers Support the Growth of Civilization

1. Mesopotamia was located between the ______________________ and ____________________rivers.

2. The word Mesopotamia means __________________________________.

3. The region of Mesopotamia lies between ____________________ and _________________________________.  This region is part of a larger region called _________________________________.

4. The Fertile Crescent extends from ______________________________ to ________________________________.

5. Hunter-gatherer groups first settled in Mesopotamia more than_____________________ years ago.

6. The first farm settlements formed in Mesopotamia as early as ________________.  Farmers grew _______________, _________________, and _____________________________________.  ______________________, _______________________ and ________________________ were also good sources of food.
7. Because food was plentiful _____________________________________.

8. Mesopotamian villages led to the world’s first __________________________.

Farming and Cities

9. Mesopotamia had fertile soil, but farming was difficult because ________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
10. Mesopotamians used irrigation to solve their farming problems.  To irrigate their land, they ________________________________________________________.  Then they dug __________________________, human made water ways that connected these basins to a network of ditches, which brought water to the fields.
11. To protect their fields from flooding, farmers _________________________ on the _________________ and ____________________ rivers.

12. Irrigation created a food _____________________, or more food than they needed.

13. Irrigation was also used to water _____________________________________.

14. Mesopotamians ate a variety of foods such as ______________, _____________, _________________, ________________, and __________________.

15. Due to the surplus, fewer people needed to farm.  For the first time people became _______________________, _______________________, and _________________________.  This created a ____________________________ in which workers specialized in a particular job or tasks.

16. Mesopotamian settlements grew in size and complexity.  __________________ were developed between _______________ and _____________ B.C.

17. Large projects required structure and rules which could be provided by ___________ and _______________________.

18. Society in Mesopotamia was still based on __________________________.  

