Ms. Yudt’s Pre-Algebra Policy

2011-2012 School Year
Important Information
Voicemail #:
(610) 351-5900 ext. 68219
Email:

yudtk@parklandsd.org
Website:
psdweb.parklandsd.org/yudt
The Pre-Algebra program here at Springhouse is exciting and challenging!  Its demand for higher level thinking and its quickened pace will help to sharpen your mathematical abilities as well as aid you in your transition into future math courses.  This year, in addition to regularly scheduled pre-algebra tests and quizzes, the PSSA, a standardized math test, will be administered in the Spring.  We will work hard to prepare you for all assessments.

You are not expected to master new material as it is introduced in class; however, you are expected to study every night (in the form of completing homework assignments and/or studying for a quiz or test).  Strong study habits will reinforce skills and lead to greater proficiency in Pre-Algebra.

I anticipate that many of you may feel confused when we tackle new material, but please realize this is normal!  Often it takes several days to fully understand a concept.  If you have any questions, or are just feeling perplexed, please see me as soon as possible.  Do not let too much time pass before you ask for help.  I will make myself available to you as often as I can.

Required Materials

· 1 ½ - 2 inch binder (3-ring)

· Looseleaf (college or wide-ruled)

· Number 2 pencils with erasers

· A colored pen (not black or blue) for correcting purposes

· A scientific calculator capable of working with fractions (comparable to the TI-30XIIS which is what we will use in class)
· Your covered algebra textbook (random checks will be made throughout the year for participation credit)
· A thin dry-erase marker (used for markerboards)
· 3-hole punch that attaches in binder (not required, but may be helpful for organizational purposes)

Class Rules

1. Be prepared with all required materials above for each class.  (No trips to your locker.)

2. Turn in fully completed assignments on time.  No credit will be given for late homework.
3. Respect your classmates and your teacher.

4. Report to class on time each day.  If the door is closed, you are late.

Homework Policy
Expect daily homework assignments.  There is a specific format to be followed for each assignment that we will review thoroughly on the 1st day of school.  Each homework assignment should contain:

· the work  in pencil

· the problem written in full (unless it is a word problem)
· every step of the work for each problem shown
· the final answer circled or obvious in plain sight
Blank solutions or ???? are unacceptable responses and will result in an incomplete assignment grade.  Please make a valiant attempt on each problem, even if you cannot solve the entire problem.  
If you are stuck on a homework problem…

· Re-read your class notes, the corresponding textbook section, and the sample problems.
· Check back of the book or online resources for the correct answer and try to work backwards.

· Ask a parent, sibling, or friend for help.

· Email Ms. Yudt for help.

Grading Policy
60%
Daily Quizzes (20 points), Quizzes (60 points) and Tests (100 points)
30%
Homework (usually 2 points per daily assignment, 5 points per Study Guide; subject to change)
10% 
Participation, Attitude, and Effort (entered each Friday into gradebook, earn 1 point per class)
Extra Credit

You will have the opportunity to receive 10 bonus points added to your lowest test or quiz score each marking period.  In order to receive this bonus, you must achieve perfect homework during the marking period, fulfilling each of the above homework standards.  Since completing homework is a fundamental responsibility of being a student, and not an extraordinary task, I expect you to earn extra credit each marking period.  (Please note that this will be your only opportunity for extra credit in algebra.  One late or incomplete homework assignment disqualifies you from receiving extra credit.)
Extra Help
You will have an opportunity to ask additional questions that were left unanswered during regular class time.  I will be available to you as often as I can - during flex periods, activity periods, lunch, and before and after school, by appointment.  
Your Current Average

Communication is essential to a successful year, and I will do my best to keep you informed about your child’s progress by inputting grades daily into the online gradebook.  Please regularly compare your child’s self-recorded grades with the grades posted online.  If you note any discrepancies, be sure to ask your child to see me.  
As a final word…

You will be successful in this class as long as you are willing to follow the above guidelines.  If you work hard and keep a positive attitude, this will prove to be a great year.  I am looking forward to working with you!
After reviewing this information with your parent/guardian, please sign below.  You will keep this policy as the first page in your binder throughout the school year.
I understand the previous guidelines and will do my best to follow all of them.

Student Signature:___________________________________________
I understand the previous guidelines and will do my best to help my child follow all of them.

Parent/Guardian Signature:____________________________________ 
Thank you in advance for your support in maximizing your child’s mathematical potential in Pre-Algebra!






